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« Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
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eSSAY ON WATER BAPTISM i 
Concluded from p. 234.) | 

, . * . . a. 

[hose Who worship God according to his di-| 
rections, in all ages, are called his church, and | 
ose who neglect or refuse to serve him, are 
ealt with accordingly. Yet where there is no} 
. . i 
law there is no transgression. God has, in all| 


in his church, commanded certain duties ; | 
| 


ves, 
a compliance with which, in obedience to his 
.ommands, was considered righteousness, and the 
non-compliance, sin 

Abraham, in whom was established the Jewish | 
burch, was commanded, That he, and every | 
male of his seed, should be circumcised. Chris- 
ians are commanded, ere they are entitled to 
that appellation, to be baptized with water unto 
Unequivo- 


epentance, for the remission of sins. 
Now 


al compliance is required in both cases 
et us ask the question: What was the use of be- 
ng circumcised ? What good did it do to cireum- | 
ise children at eight days old ; at an age when it| 

s impossible for them to manifest obedience ? 
The answer, in that case, is given with the com- 
mand. The uncircumcised man-child, whose flesh 
of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall 
ne cut off from his people ; he hath broken my 

ywenant. Next let us ask, Of what use can it be 
‘o baptize with water? The answer, in this case, 
nay be collected from the instructions given to 
ihe aposties—“ He that believeth and is baptized, 
shall be saved; and he that believeth not shall 
e damned.” I do not consider this as meant be- 
ieving in baptism, but believing the Gospel. One 
may believe sincerely in Christ, as a Redeemer 
and Saviour, and yet, by false reasoning and bad 
‘eaching may be induced to dispute the necessity 
of’being baptized with water: and ignorance of 
juty, 1 do believe, as formerly, may be winked 
it, although God has called on all men, every 
vhere, to repent. Those who have no other 
law, have God’s law written in their hearts, and 
that law alone cannot teach water baptism : but 
hose are such as have never heard a preached 
frospel. 

Baptism is not required of any who have never 
heard the Gospel ; but those who hear the Gospel 
preached by them whom Christ has commission- 
ed, viz, his apostles and their stlecessors to the 
end of the world, must be baptized with water 
(unto. repentance for the remission of sins,) in the 
name of the Father, and of the Sgn, and of the 
Holy Ghost, or they are left without excuse, as| 
baving wilfully neglected the first duty incum- 
bent on them, as a mark of their obedience. 





=. 
When God commands, shall we presume to say, 
It is too trifling a thing for us to comply with ? 
Remember Naaman, the Syrian leper, who came 
to the prophet to be healed. The prophet bade 
him go and dip himself seven times in the river 
Jordan. Do you suppose he would have been 
healed, if he had not done it? Do you believe 
that he would have been healed, if he had done 
it but six times? Nay, he went away in a rage ; 
he disdained to condescend to such simple means : 
and had not his servant reasoned well with him 
on the subject, he certainly would not have been 
healed. 
this subject. “ And his servant came near, and 


And his reasoning applies powerfully to 


|spake unto him, and said, My father, if the pro- 


phet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest 
thou not have done it? How much rather then 
when he saith unto thee, Wash, and be clean ? 

Again, When the Israelites walked around Jer- 
iclto, do you suppose that the walls would have 
fallen down, if they had neglected any part of 
their instructions ? Nay, in this, and all other mat- 
ters, performed in obedience to the commands 
of God, we must exercise no mental reservation : 
we must give God our whole heart—do every 
thing in our power that he has commanded us— 
and then by prayer, and a firm reliance on his 
promises, we may confidently hope for his salve- 
tion, through the merits and intercession of a Re- 
deemer and Saviour. 

Many suppose, that if one is called of God, 
enough—that whatever ordinances it may be ne- 
cessary for others to comply with, ‘hey, being 
called, may be excused from them. But let such 
know, that Abraham was called of God twenty- 
one years in uncircumcision, and then, in obe- 
dience to the command of God, was circumcised. 
Christ, the immaculate Lamb of God, was cir- 
cumcised according to the command of the Jew- 
ish law; and at twenty-seven years of age, not- 
withstanding his divinity, was baptized of John 
in Jordan, that he might fulfil all righteousness 
The disciples of Christ were called of him ; and, 
as I have before proved, were afterwards bap- 
tized of John in Jordan. Saul was called in cir- 
cumcision, and he also was baptized with water, 
and received the Holy Ghost, and straightway 
preached Christ in the syuagogues, that he is the 
Son of God. 

Cornelius was devout, and prayed, and God 
sent an angel to manifest his ace®ptance of his 
services, and to direct him to Peter, who was to 
tell him how to become an acceptable Christian. 
When Peter preached to him, and as many a6 
had been called together, the Holy Gaost fell on 


it is 
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all them that had heard the word : then said Pe-| have indeed a shew of wisdom in will Worship ay 
ter, “ Can any man forbid water,that these should | humility, and neglecting of the body ; not in an, 
not be baptized, who have received the Holy | honour to the satisfying of the flesh.” We request 
Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them | the reader to turn to this passage, (Col. ii, 2093 , 
to be baptized in the name of the Lord.” and notice the finesse of the translators, who », 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God | plied a parenthesis, (there is none in the Ofiginal 
the Holy Ghost, be glory for ever R. W. [not relishing Paul's arrangement of his se, 

REMARKS. tences!!! 

The above communication, of R. W., which} R. W. speaking of the baptism of Christ, ), 
commenced in Number 29, p. 230. is plausible, | John, says, “ The Holy Ghost, the third perso, i 
and would stand the test, were it supported with | the ever adorable and glorious Trinity, descend 
evidence, drawn from the Scriptures, to prove the | ed,” &e. We should like to see his evidence, ;, 
premisses, instead of taking them for granted.| prove that the Holy Ghost is the “ third pers, 
That external washing of water, which, at best,|&c. The Scriptures nowhere declare this, 
can only cleanse the skin, (unless, by repetition,| Paul says, we have “one baptism.” R. W. has 
it is resorted to for medical purposes,) will wash |fwe. Paul says, (1 Cor. i. 17.) “Christ sent qe 
away sin, or aid, in the least, in the salvation of | not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel.” Pay) 
the soul, is of all errors the most palpable. This, | was sent to the Gentiles. Paul did not baptize 
however, is not directly contended for. It is} Why? Because he had no command to do 
said, that “ Baptism is a Christian Institution.” | Paul, were he now living, would not be allowed 
By which we understand, that it is intended to| to approach the table, nor commune with a Bap. 
convey the idea, that Christ instituted this ordi- | tist ! Was Paul ignorant ? or obstinate? or, dij 
nance, and enjoined it upon all his followers, or Christ, in appointing Paul to the apostleship, omiy 
disciples, ad infinitum, during the continuance of | to inculcate a very important branch of his duty 
his Mediatorial kingdom, until the winding up of | Please to answer. Paul himself was baptized ; 
the great drama. If this can be proved, it is a| being a Jew, he conformed to the Jewish rijes 
duty, as imperiously binding upon all, as any oth-| and ceremonies, even to the purification of him 
er known requisition. This, then, is the ques-|self in the temple ; agreeably to Acts xxi. 18 to 
tion. And we regret that our columns will not | 26 inclusive. If this testimony is not conclusiy, 
admit, at present, a full investigation of this, to| against water baptism being obligatory upon the 
Gentiles, words have no meaning. Produce equal 





many, a very important subject. 

Our remarks, at the present, will be brief. Pre-| testimony, alike unequivocal, to prove that it is, 
vious to which, it mty be observed, that there is;if you can!!! 
a disposition, common to all men, to “offer the} R. W. will please to read his third paragranly, 
tythes of mint, annise, and cummin, and to omit|in Number 30, and excuse Paul for his omission 
the weightier matters of the law,” &c. And the | of his important duty! Likewise, in reference jo 
argument of Baptists, who refuse communion with | his quotation from Matt. xxvili. 19, to remember, 
believers, tp all intents and purposes as much as|that the “end of the world,’ is the end of the 
themseWes, in the Lord Jesus Christ, on the plea |aswvos, which is here rendered world. You will 
that they neglect this one command, will, if ad-j| recollect, that Christ told his disciples, in answer 
mitted, as-it honestly ought to be, drive them al/,|to their interrogatory, Matt. sxiv. 3, “ What the 
without the exception of one, from their commn- | sign of thy coming, and the end of the awyvos " 
nion tables ; for there is not a Baptist living, who} That, “ that generation should not pass until all 
ean lay his hand on his heart, and declare, in sin-|these things be fulfilled.” See chap. x. 23. Are 
cerity, that he lives a life of so great perfection, | Christ's disciples now living ? and will they con- 
that he never omits the performance of one of|tinue here, and Christ be with them here, until 
Christ’s commands! the end of the material world ? 

We very much qpestion, whether Paul, after} in answer to R. W.’s sixtlr paragraph, (No. 30) 
“ thanking God thathe had baptized but a few,” | we ask, How did Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, 
&c. would have prevented any man from eating, understand it? How did Christ teach him? Is 
with him, the Passover, because he had not been | baptism the door into the Christian church ? Christ 
dipped into water by a man called a priest, min-/is our door! “1 am the door: by me if any man 
ister, or elder! And Paul, if contending for the | enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and 
divine institution of baptism, as a Christian ordi-| out, and find pasture” Joha x. 9. Is going intoa 
nance, never to be omitted, introduced a very sin- | river, going inte this Door ? We request R. W. to 
gular phraseology, when he said, “ Wherefore if| remember, that the words,the “ end of the world,” 
ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the | which he lays so great stress upon, means the end 
world, why, as though living in the world, are ye | of that age; the termination of the Mosaic dis- 
subject to ordinances? Touch not ; taste not ; | pensation. This cannot be controverted—and, 
handle not; (Why Paul? Why not? Ans.) which | admitted, a new arrangement will be inevitable. 
all are te perish with the using; after the com-| It appears, by R. W.’s concluding paragraph, 
mandments aud doctrines of meu! Whieh things | that the “ Holy Ghost fell on”ethose who wer 
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when Christ was quickened,) by grace (not 
works) ye are saved, and hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus.” Please to read Eph. chap. i. and ii 
Col. i. 2v 
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pot baptized. On the whole, we understand the 
with water to be an institution of Christ, 
ugh the medium of John, to be observed by 
Jewish converts, in distinction from circum- 
yn. and as a figure, to denote the Baptism of 
he Holy Ghost and fire; or the Word, a reve-| 
von from which, by communicating knowledge | 


iism 


—_a 

Eprirork or tae Gosper Hrravp. 

., mankind, cleanses them, in their estimation,| Mr. Epivor.—tIn recently taking a transient pe- 
» sin,andthey,as a consequence, believe them- | rusal of the First Volume of your Gospel Herald, 
ives forgiven, and have, what is called, remission p- 148. I was apprehended by a very unceandid at- 

‘eins. This baptism was to be observed, as an!tack on Dr. Adam Clarke, (who you style the 
finance, by the Jewish converts, until the end |“ Grand Lama” of the Methodists,) or rather, on 
‘the atwvos, age; when the Mosaic dispensa-| his discourse on the “ Principles of the Christian 
,ended, and all ordinances were abrogated by | Religion,” by asserting, that “ the Scriptures no 
¢ Gospel of Christ, which proclaims a finished| where declared,” that “after the resurrection 
‘ieation, and requires, of man, to “ take the cup| comes the general judgment, in which God shall 
‘salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord.’’| render to every man according as his works have 


To THe 


» Saviour, it is granted, told his disciples to go | 
‘> all the world, and to go to all nations, re 
tizing them, But, he likewise declared to! 
thom, Matt. x. 23, “ Ye shall not have gone over| 
the cities of Israel till the Son of man be come.’’ | 
socording to the common understanding of this 


W 
} 


XC. 


Jfect, (Christ addressing his immediate disci-| 
ies,) Christ's disciples must continue alive, and in | 
this material world, as long as this material world | 
continues ; for he said, “ Lo, | am with you, even 
yoto the end of the world.” He was with them, 
some of them, until the end of that age, or dis-| 
pensation. When his disciples left this world and | 
mode of existence, it is agreed, on al! hands, that 
they were with Him, (Christ.) | 
John said, “ J indeed have baptized you with, 
water, (I do this, but) there cometh one mightier 
than [ after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am 
not worthy to stoop down and unloose ; He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Let 
itbe remembered, that the word xat, rendered 
and, in this passage, is, in other parts of the New 
Testament, rendered eren ; consequently, it may 
berendered “ Holy Spirtt, even fire.” Paul says, 
“Our God is a consuming Fire.” Again, The 
Word is called Fire. The difference, according 
to John, between him and Christ, is the differ- 
ence between the purification by water, which 
cleanses the skin only, and the purification by 
fire, which destroys all dross, and leaves the metal 
pure, may be considered as the comparative dif- 
between this ordinance, introduced 
through the medium of John, and the ordinance 
introduced by Christ, who offered himself, the 
“Head of every man,” and baptized them ali in 
his baptism; and rose with them, triumphant 
from the dead,—for “ God, who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
(what? Why, when we repented, and were bap- 
tized with water, God was inclined to be merciful, 


ference 


been ;” implying that the Doctor designed to 
have quoted a passage of Scripture. It will be 
admitted on all hands, that ‘the Scriptures no 
where declare’ the same words verbatim, but I 
presume, Sir, that your own candour, if sum- 
moned at the bar of your conscience, will con- 
strain you to acknowledge there are many S¢rip- 
ture passages that accord to prove the Doctor's 
conclusion, 

That there will be a ‘resurrection,’ it is pre- 
sumed you will not deny ; for it is plainly decla- 
red, Acts xxiv. 15. “ That there shall be a resur- 
rection of the dead, both of the just and of the un- 
and that there shall be a day of ‘judgment, 
in which God will render to every man accord- 
ing as his works have been,” you cannot deny, ii 
you believe the Scriptures. Jesus Christ emphat- 
ically declares, that “the Father hath given him 
authority to execute judgment ;’ for, said he, 
“ Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming; in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his 
voice, and shall come forth ; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil to the resurrection of damnation,” 
(John v. 27, 28, 29.) And again, our Lord ob- 
served, (while reproving the Pharisees,) “ How 
can ye, being evil, speak good things? For out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh 
A good man, out of the good treasure of his heart, 
bringeth forth good things ; and an evil man, out 
of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil things—I 
say unto you, that every idle word that men shalt 
speak, they shall give account thereof in the day 
of judgment ; for by thy words thou shalt be just- 
ified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned,” 
(Matt. xii. 34, 35, 36, 37.) “For the Son of man 
shalt come in the glory of his Father, with his 
angels, and then shall he reward every man ate 
cording to his works,” (Matt. xvi. 27.) This tea 
timony was not spoken by our Lord only, but. is 


: f «9? 
JUL s 





and joined us, in his covenant, with Christ ! This 
was done, because we—we, made our peace with 
him. Is this what is related by the apostle? NO! 
For God even) when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us tegether with Christ, (this was done 


“confirmed unto us by them that heard him ; 
\GOD also bearing them witness, both with signs 
‘and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts 
‘of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will.” 


| St. Poul, tn Acts xvii. Ql, testifies that Gof 
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* hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge 
the world in righteousness, by that man whom he 
hath ordained.” (see Psa. ix. 8. xevi. 13.) And 
a@gain—“ We shall all stand before the judgment- 
seat of Christ. In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Chris(, according to my 
Gospel,” (Rom xiv. 10. ii. 16.) And Paul protests 
to his Thessalonian brethren, that “itis a righ- 
teous thing with God to recompense tribulation to 
them that trouble you,” for “to you who are 
troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ—who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and the glory of his power—When he 
shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be 
admired in all them that believe,” (2 Thess. i. 6,7, 
8,9.) St. Paul is not alone in this testimony, but 
Peter also is full to the point: “There shall be 
false teachers among you, who shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, whose judgment new of a long time 
lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth 
not: for if God spared not the angels that stnned, 
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into 
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment ; 
and spared not the old world, but saved Noah, a 
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood 
upon the world of the ungodly ; and turning the 
cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes, con- 
demned them with an overthrow, making them 
an ensample unto those that after should live un- 
godly, and delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy 
conversation of the wicked: the Lord knoweth 
how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and 
to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to 
be punished ; these, as natural brute beasts, made 
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things 
that they understand not, and shall utterly perish 
in their own corruption, and shall receive the re- 
ward of unrighteousness, as they that count it plea- 
sure to riot in the day-time,” (2 Peter ii.) 

These, Sir, with various other passages which 
might be adduced, combine to demonstrate the 
fallacy of your premises, which so far swerve 
from the /ouchstone of truth, that, depend upon it, 
Sir, your fabric of error, like Dagon, must fall. 

God hath declared, by the mouth of his prophet 
Isaiah, that “it shall be well with the righteous, 
for they shall eat the fruit of their doings :” but 
* woe unto the wicked ! it shall. be ill with him, 
for the reward of his hands shall be given him,” 
(isa. iii. 10,11.) But you declare, in direct oppo- 
sition to the declaration of God, that it shall be 
well with the wicked, and ‘the reward of his 
hands,’ which ‘shall be given him,’ is life ever- 
lasting. “ Be not deceived, God is not mocked, 
for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 

Map : for he that soweth to the flesh, shall of the 
csh reap corruption, (perdition ;) but he that 
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soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap li 
everlasting.” Cw 
ANSWER. 

Next to the fabled labours of Hercules, wo }, 
lieve will rank, in order, the labours of him, who 
will answer to all the queries, and examine ,) 
the incessantly varied objections of modern ther 
Were our opponents deaf, dumb, a) 
| blind, we think they could prefer an excuse { 
their strange whims, uncouth mistakes, and una 

countable conceptions! But, for those who hay 
eyes, and ears, and are capable of discerning )) 
difference between extremes, we can conceive » 
no excuse, short of the want of a disposition | 





logists. 


use them. 

Our present correspondent, C.W., to use his 
own phraseology, “ was apprehended by a yer 
uncandid attack,” &c. Are we to understand thy 
our “ attack,” (on Dr. Clarke,) laid hold on, ayé 
seized him, in order to bring him to trial and pun 
ishment 2? Or, that our “ attack’ “ apprehended 
him by fearful conception, and regarded him 
with fear and terror 2 Or are we to understand 
that our “ altack”’ apprehended him, to the 
derstanding of his meaning ? If the last supposi 
tion is the correct one, we must confess, that oy 
“attack” has a better apprehension than our 
selves ! We have no diposition to trifle with ow 
correspondent; we consider his phraseology about 
a fair sample of the arguments now afloat in thy 
religious world; which, like the answers given by 
the oracle at Delphos, have a meaning which de- 
pends upon future events for solution. 

It is matter of astonishment to us, that C. W 
should call our animadversions upon Dr. Clarke: 
absurdities, an “¢ uncandid attack ;” and, immedi 
ately, acknowledge, “ that the Scriptures nowher 
declare the same words verbatim !” If Dr. C. did 
not intend his readers to consider him producing 
his authority from the Scriptures,where did he wish 
to be understood to have derived it ? Was not Dr 
C. discoursing of the Scriptures? or, the doctrines 
pretended to be taught in them? It appears, 0 
the whole, that we were very uncandid to poin’ 
out the great Doctor's errors!!! 

We have no hesitation in telling C. W. and a! 
the Methodist Connexion, that it is impossible for 
them to reconcile the absurd inconsistencies we 
pointed out in Dr, C.’s composition, with Serip- 
ture, reason, Dr. C.’s own positions, or common 
sense! And we farther say, that we think, that C 
W., if not of our opinion, in this matter, would 
have noticed, and, if he thought it practicable, at- 
tempted to bolster up the Doctor’s arguments. 

The most essential and prominent remarks, 
contained in the “ uncandid attack,” C. W., cav- 
tiously avoided noticing altogether! Now, #f 
C. W. could prove us wrong in that part he he 
noticed, it would not affect the character of the 
piece at all; for Dr. C.’s absurdities would te 
main unanswered, and as prominent as ever. 





This, however, is not the case aia cleat- 
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from even the slightest shade of blame, by| culties. Unfortunately, our correspondent’s quo- 
wknowledgment, “that the Scriptures no-/tation from Acts xxiv. 13, says not one word 


declare the same words verbatim.” Where,| about judgment! but of the resurrection The 


. 
he 


y here 
shen, we ask, is Dr C.’s authority ? same Paul, writing to the Corinthians, (xv.) says, 


1 will be admitted, without any arguments to! that the dead shall be raised immortal, incorrupt- 
-ove it, that Dr C. meant by the resurrection and| ible, and in glory ! 
eneral judgment, the literal raising of all the dead| The passage quoted from Jolin v. 27—29, we 
dies of all of Adam's race, who will have died! have considered in a former Number, and will only 
snterior to the period, which he thus defines to be, olgerve, that the 25th verse is explanatory ; for it 
is declared in the present tense, about 1800 vears 
ago, the “hour now is, when the dead, (that is, 


when time shall ba no more, and all creation as- 


| 
| 
| 


embled, simultaneously, before God’s tribunal 
for jadgment. In fine, that all this should take! some of the dead.) shall hear the voice of the 
olace in another world, and posterior to the pre-| Son of God ; and they that hear shall live.” The 
vot mode and state of existence. Let it be un-| 2Sth verse, referring to the destruction of Jerusa- 
erstood, that we have no disposition to derogate| lem, declares, “ the hour is coming, in the which 
fom Dr. C.’s reputation as a scholar, any more| all that are in the graves,” &c. figurative of the 
than we have to bow, submissive, to his infalli-} darkness of the mind of the Jews, &c. An apos- 
bility. Dr. C.’s errors are as much errors, as the] tle declares, “to be carnally minded is death.” 
errors of the greatest blockhead that ever existed.| The Jews were thus dead, in trespasses and sins. 
ind truth, is no more truth, when uttered by a| Christ declared, Jolin xi. 25. “Iam the resurrec- 
hilosopher, than when declared by an idiot ! tion and the life: he that believeth in me, though 
lo prove that the day of judgment will be pos-| he were dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever 
“rior to this present worid and mode of existence, | liveth and believeth in me shall never die.’ We 
¢. W. quotes Acts xxiv. 15. He likewise refers to} tell our Methodist friend, that when he qualifies 
Psa. xevi. 13. but, as this is disjeinting a passage,| this passage to clear himself from the difficulty of 
we quote its connexion likewise. “ Say among| admitting these who die in unbelief, to believe 
he heathen, The Lord reigneth: the world also} in Christ and live, he will be obliged to qualify 
hall be established that it shall not be moved:|the quotation from John v. 27—29, in such a 
he shall judge the people righteously. Let the} manner, as to destroy his present views of that 
eavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the passage. 
sea roar, and the fulness thereof. Let the field C. W.’s quotation from Matt. xii. 34—37, does 
be joyful,and all that is therein: then shallal/the| not affect the question; not referring to the 
trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord: for he} time, &c. 
cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he| His next quotation, with its connexion, (which 
ball judge the world with righteousness, and the| he was careful to omit!) destroys his hypothesis 
people with his truth.” We ask if the prophet|in a moment, See Matt. xvi. 27,28. The 28th 
vould call upon all to rejoice, in view of the| verse declares, “Verily, 1 say unto you, There 
idgment of God, if that judgment would event-| be some slanding here, (1800 years ago,) which 
uate in the endless wretchedness of the greater] shall nof taste of death till they see the Son of man 
umber? This is the last passage which a Meth-| coming in his kingdom.” Are these persons liv- 
odist should quote to favour his miserable doc-|ing now? Or, has Christ come in his kingdom ? 
trine! The reader will please to examine Isa. xlii. C. W. made a desperate effort to do something, 
i—7. Compare this with the following—Matt. by detaching from their connexions, and connect- 
sii, 18-21. “ Behold my servant, whom I have] ing Rom. ii. 16, and chap. xiv. part of the 10th 
chosen ; my beloved, in whom my soul is well} verse. We are willing to grant him all he can 
pleased: I will put my Spirit upon him, and he| make by this conjunction ; suggesting to him, 
shall show judgment to the Gentiles. He shall| however, that if he had joined Rom iii. 19, “ That 
not strive, nor cry, neither shall any man hear} every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
his voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall he may become cuilly before God,” that he, accord- 
not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, ing to his view of this subject, would damn himself 
till he send forth judgment unto victory. And in endlessly !!! 
his name shall the Gentiles trust.” Now, if the} ©. W. by comparing his quotation from 2 Thess. 
judgment is posterior to this life, and men are to/ i. 6—9, with Matt. xvi. 27, 28, will learn the time 
remain, endlessly, in the same state in which they | when this actually happened. 
die, as respects their relation to Christ, and faith} The passage from Peter, which C. W. says “is 
in him, &c. how is the judgment to produce a| full to the point,” is full to a very different point, 
change, as positively declared in this passage, that | from that which he imagines! He has proved the 
“ victory,” and confidence in God, will be its ef-| time, by his quotatious from Matt. xvi.27,28. If 
fects ? Will the Gentiles, who die in impenitence, | farther testimony is necessary, it is found in Lyke 
without trusting in Christ, trust in him after your) xxi, 22, “ For these (now, not in another world » 
judgment day? You, Methodists, turn and twist|be the days of vengeance, that a!! things whieh 
4s you will, are surrounded with insuperable diffi-! are writteg may be {nl flied. 
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C. W., with all his exertions, has proved no-|when @ man's silence will be « disadvantage 
thing, that we were not previously willing to ad- enlightened community will not Pamper the 
mit. The question is not, whether there is a day | pride, nor foster the productions of religiog 
of judgment, but, When is the day of judgment ? | bigots. 
C. W. has not quoted one passage to prove, or| Do not think me severe. Should you be 
which says so much as one word of, a day of| posed to censure me, cast your eyes on that pal 
judgment, posterior to the present world and production to Mrs. Clark. Read your cruel de 
mode of existence. He has, emphatically, “ toil-| nunciations against a dying, innocent woman. a 
ed, and caught— nothing !” be confounded ! Read the following—« God 


AY 


His last paragraph, we are sorry to say,-con- voking, and soul-sinning heretic ; open here ‘" 
tains a most unqualified misconstruction, namely, | covenant-breaker, believer of the serpent,” ap 
‘God hath declared, by the mouth of his pro-| blush at your unrivalled insolence, your horrit 
phet,” &c.&c. “ But you declare, in direct oppo- | threatenings, your ecclesiastical anathemas, Yo 
sition to the declaration of God, that it shall be | need not, in palliation, say, that this is high , 
well with the wicked,’ and the ‘reward of Ais, Outing. Do you know the pain you gave t 
hands,’ which ‘shall be given him,’ is life ever-| Subject of this letter? Do you know how 
lasting.” We demand of C. W. to produce this, | ars you have caused an affectionate, venerai), 
our declaration! Tell what Number, page, and respectable, and aged parent to shed? Do y 
column of the Gospel Herald contains it. And, if know the misery you have caused a numer, 
©. W. does not do this, we call upon all our read-| cirele of relations and friends? Deacon, make , 
ers to witness, that he has preferred a charge 'personal application of this subject. Fall pr 
against us, which is utterly destitute of truth for | trate at the altar of prayer, and invoke the par 
its foundation! “Be not deceived. God is not | of God, for thus coMducting. Let tears of repen 
mocked. Far whatsoever a man soweth, that} ance gu h from your eyes. Let your flinty hear 
shall he also reap: For he that soweth to the | be melted into lore. Ask yourself if you acted 

flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption ; (perdi- feelingly ? Lay your hand upon your heart—je: 
tion, if you please!) but he that soweth to the | the divine, the eternal rule of justice (“Do unto 
spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting.” | others as you would that others should do unty 


God be praised. The time is coming, when man, | you,”) try you. Appeal to God for the sincerity 


raised from the pollations of the fall, shall be in-|of your declaration, and then say, whether yo 
corruplible, and immortal; and, glorious in the spoke the (ruth when you pronounced Mrs. Clark 


Heavenly image of his Saviour, prove invincible |an “heretic.” Are you a professor of Christian 
to corruption, disease, and death! ity, and yet guilty of persecuting ?- Whose religion 
————— do you profess to believe and practice? Whos 
For rus Gosrer Herarp. God do you worship? Auswer these questions a 

TO DEACON DAVID DICKEY. an honest man. 

Dear Sin,—The letter written to Mrs. Clark,} Before I dismiss you and this subject, Deacon 
of Columbus, and bearing the signature of Wm. | it is proper that I notice your charge of “i 
Fuller and yourself, was forwarded by me to the Why did you charge Mrs Clark with heres 
Editor of the “Usiversatisr Macazriye,” and} Was it not because she professed a belief in Ln 
inserted, agreeably to my request. I directed Mr. | versalism ? Doubtless it was. Now, Sir, whe 
Bowen, the editor, to forward you a copy, which | is your authority for calling Universalism a “ be: 
I presume he has done. The letter, with my re- jesy ” Did not all God's holy prophets preach the 
remarks, was copied inté “Tue Gospet Herarp,” | restitution of all things to holiness and happiness’ 
published in New-York. I gave the editor of| And, if so, Did they-not preach Universelism 
“The Herald” directions, for forwarding the | Did not Jesus Christ declare, unequivocally, tha 
Number, in which your letter and my remarks|he came to save the WORLD? Dare you sa 
were published. I deemed it unfair to give your|Sir, that he will not finish the work he came te 
name publicly, without giving you notice. [also|do? Did not St. Paul, and all of our Lord’s ap 
hoped that you would make some kind of a reply |tles, preach the despised doctrine of Univers 
to my remarks and animadversions upon your)ism? Did they not receive reproach, persecution 
unchristian production. It may be, that you have | and death, from the world ? Paul declares, “ thst 
not seen the publication. I presume there is now | he both laboured, and suffered reproach, becaw 
a Number of the “Herald” in the postoffice for|he trusted (confided) in the living God, who © 
‘you. If there is not, you shall be accommodated | the Saviour of ail men.” If Paui, Sir, had preach 
by giving information. I am willing, and desi-|ed that the living God would damn, endlessly, 
rous, Deacon Dickey, that you should sereen your- | three-fourths of the human family, I presume his 
self from the charge in this publication, and res-| sufferings would have beer comparatively trifling 
¢ue your character from the imputation of un-| But, Sir, he was reproached; he was called an 
charitableness, which is now heaped upon it. Doj heretic because he trusted, (believed, or put con 

not treat it with inattention, as undeserving your | fidencc) in the living God, who would “ save «!! 
notice. Deacon Dickey, the time has arrived,| men.” (What made the apostle abeliever’ answe! | 
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Now, Sir, be honest, and answer, Did you not 
oeute Mrs. Clark, beeause she believed the liv- 
_ God to be the “ Saviour of all wen?” Had she 
seseseed a belief in the endless continuation of 
nd wo, would you have called her an heritic ? 
Had she have told you, that she believed a great 
{ God's offspring would continue rebellious 
»mally, would not the complacent smile have 
-¢ your countenance, and your heart have 
a ' re-enkindled with the almost extinguished 
vk of friendship? Lay your hand upon your 
Me «om, raise your eyes toward heaven, and in the 
-of God answer!! Deacon, read again that 
minable production, and TREMBLE!!! Your} 
ascience, that faithful monitor of the human 
ast, will rise and condemn you. What do I 
[t has already condemned and admonished 
vy. Mrs. Clark has gone to her “ long home.” 
jour confession and repentance can be of no ser- 
ice to her; but her surviving friends would re- 
eto see you properly appreciating your con- 


art ¢ 


way 


yet in this affair. 

if you cansay any thing which will palliate, i 
sean adduce any thing in justifigation, come 
ward and do it. Your palliation or justification 


ill, (if you wish) receive an insertion in the | 
Magazine” and “ Herald ;” the editors of which | 
ili cheerfully give publicity to any reply, you 
yay feel disposed to make. You are in duty bound 

to say something on this subject. It is due the 

friends of Mrs. C., and the Public generally, that 
you should notice it. If you cannot reply, let your 
ys be closed in eternal silence, and your pen nev- 
er again be wielded against innoceney—never 
wain be taken into your hand to write cruelty and 
lsehood! [tis possible that my remarks may 
ive you pain ; but Sir, remember, to your confu- 
ion, that I only agitate your mind, while you 
vrung tears from the eyes of a dying woman, and 
wised an innocent heart to bleed. I only disturb 
the serenity of your temper, while you inflict tor- 

‘ure upon a great number of persons, who were 

endeared to Mrs. C, by the tenderest ties of hu- 

manity. The subject demanded all I have written. 





(have only discharged an incumbent duty. The 
rufh must be told, if your displeasure is the ex- | 
pease of telling it. 
Yours respectfully, 
! wperslown, Yor. l, 182). 
— 


G. B. L. 


FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


“O hell, I will be thy destruction! ! !” 

Modern orthodoxy informs us, that the happi- 
uess of the elect depends on the non-elect being 
sndlessly miserable. They very modestly tell us, | 
that every sigh, every groan, of the child, will! 
bring the saint, or parent, nearer the throne of | 
God. That the happiness of the righteous will 
cease to exist, should Aed/ be destroyed. Destroy 
hell, say they, and you remove every restraint to 
licenticusness ! Desiroy hel!, the Devil and his 
Works, yea, every darling doctrine of never-end- 
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ing misery, and you let loose the floodgates of 
immorality. Destroy the beautiful, the happify- 
ing doctrine of irrevocable wo, and life would 
not be desirable. Were I sure of eternal bliss, 1 
would roz, MuRDER, and commit every abomins 

ble iniquity. Right, gentlemen! No doubt you 
are sincere! But we question, whether that dispo- 
sitj sin would remain in full force. Now we 
a t disposed to wound the feelings of our 
cil: friends; but we tell them that their dar- 
ling doctrine of expiess misery isa false one, and 
will not exist so long as they hope. Hark! Hear 
the voice of Omnipotence, declaring, “O Hetr, 
(Hades) I will be thy pestruction !" Mourn, Cal! 

vinists ;—weep and howl, for your heaven is gone ! 

ONESIMUS. 
i 
4 word to the Wise is Sufficient! 


The above, which we have selected for a motto 
to our present cogitations, is anold Adage. We 
never were more inclined to doubt its truth than 
at the present moment. For our Subscribers, who 
are in arrears in the payment of their subscrip- 
tions, are an indisputable evidence of its futility ! 
We, therefore, can only obtain consolation from 
the hope, that, if “ a word to the wise is” not “ suf- 
ficient,” a number of words will answer the pur- 
pose effectually. Our story is short. If this Paper 
is of any value in the opinion of its Patrons,—It 
they take into consideration the labour and time 
necessary to conduct it,—If they realize, in imag- 
ination, the difference between subscribing for a 
paper and paying (hree dollars, or two dollars and 
Jifty cents, per annum, as Subscribers, and editing 
the same at a (present) sacrifice of as many hund- 
reds, in addition to receiving the slanders of the 
malevolent,—(which, by the way, will not pay the 
printer nor papermaker,) and, to crown all, con- 
sider that the Editor, like the ancient Israelites, 
cannot make the full tale of brick without straw, 
then we confidentiy hope they will, one and all, 
contribute, without delay, their subscriptions, and 
leave the Editor only the trouble of working for 
nothing! 

Note.—Were all the sums due the Editor tor this 
paper paid, (and there is due him five hundred and 
Jifty dotlars,) it would be a very great accommo- 
dation to him in prosecuting the work ; but would 
not leave him so much as sixpence, afier deduct- 
ing its expences. 

** Those of our @ubscribers who preferred 
paying half-yearly, agreably to the conditions pub 
lished in our Prospectus, and have, so tar, com- 
plied with those conditions, will not be expected 
to pay the residue, until the completion of the 
volume. Other Subscribers, and, in particular, 
those who have not settled for the First Volume, 
are respectfully requested to forward the sums res- 
pectively due from them, to the Editor, imme- 
diately, as soon as may be. In conducting this 
work, the Editor expects no emolument ; and he 
would be gratified if he sustained no /oss. He has 
not funds to enable him to advance the money to 
the printer and paper-maker, for the Subscribers, 
but must depend on them for the means to detray 
these expences. Consequently, he will be under 
the necessity of suspending the publishing the re- 
mainder of the volume, until the Subscribers, by 
their remittances enable him to continue it, un- 
less immediate remittances are realized, in suffi- 
cient sums, to defray the weekly expences of 
the Paper. Editor. 
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“Lam the Way, the Truth, and the 1; 
* Thou art the Way—and he who si 
Amid this starless waste of wo, ‘eh, 
To find a pathway to the skies, 
A light from Heaven’s eternal gloy— 
By thee must come, thou Gate of love. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Dear Sir—On reading Genesis viii. my fancy 
dictated the following lines. If you think them 
worth publishing they are at your service. If not, 
should you suppress them, you will not offend the 
writer, who is perfectly sensible they will not 


fe 
ie 


abidg the test of criticism. 
THE DOVE. 


Sweet bird, while [ thy history trace “~~ 

Back to the ark, thy resting place, | 
These thoughts crowd in my brea 

I fancy thou dos’t typify 

The soul, which far from Christ doth fly 
To law, for life and rest. 


With beauteous tints of purple, blue, 

And lively green, of rainbow hue, 
And wide expanded wing ; 

Methinks I see thee soar on high, 

From the blest ark with pinions fly, 
Then oer the waters skim 


Wearied, at length,—beating the air, 

Thy trembling pinions scarce can bear 
Above the flood, thy breast ; 

Beneath thee is no bubbling brook, 

But one vast deep, on which thy toot 
Can find no certain rest. 


Where now the ark ?—thy*pinions fail! 
Poor bird, thy sore mishap bewail, 
Pangs seize thy throbbing breast 
Transversely, Dove, direct thy flight, 
Lo! yonder floats the ark in sight, 
A sure and certain rest. 


Fresh hope impels thy weary wings; 

Each oblique sweep thee nearer brings 
Toward the heavenly ark; 

Nearer, more near, thy sorrows cease, 

The ark is gain’d,—there rest in peace ; 
Foreboding fears depart. 


Again sent forth, through air to faunch, 

Thou light’st upon the olive branén, 
Type of the Gospel peace ; 

And bear’st it back to thy own kind, 

Long by the mighty flood confin’d, 
Sure tidings of release. 


Thy third excursion typifies 
Our death—and passport to the skies, 
An ever bless'd release. 
{1 see thee mount the concave sky, 
Through planetary orbits fly, 
And warble notes af peace. 


Like thee, my soul, from Christ, the ark, 
Has dar’d to wander and depart 
O’er floods of unbelief; 
Till weary, sorrowing, and distrest, 
Back it’s return’d to Christ the Rest, 
Sure rest from sin and grief. 


In CHRIST, the ark’s great Antitype, 
I dwell in clear etherial light, 
In pure baptismal fre ; 
By faith mount on the flame of Lore, 
O’er Heaven's high canopy above, 
To the Creation’s SIRE! 


The Gospel-branch now would my soul 
Bear to all men; yea, to the whole, 
Confin'’d by means of sin ; 
Till death shall last of all baptize 
My spirit, and I realize 
My faith in Heaven's King. 
S. R. SIBLEY. 


Stamford, (Conn) 


Through which the saints undoubting troy 
Till faith discovers, like the dove, : 
An ark, a resting place in God. 


Thou art the Truth—whose steady day 
Shines on through earthly blight and biog; 

The pure the everlasting ray, 7 
The lamp that shines e’en in the tomb; 

The light that out of darkness springs, 
And guideth those that blindly go ; 

The word whose precious radiance flings 
Its lustre upon all below. : 


Thou art the Life—+ blessed Well, 
With living waters gushing o'er, 
Which those that drink shall ever dwell] 
Where sin cad thirst are known no mo 
Thou art the mystic pillar giv’n, 
Our lamp by night, our light by day: 
Thou art the sacred Bread from Heay n 
Thou art the Life—the Trutl—the Wa. 
a ’ 
INCOMPREHENSIBILITY 


“Binding nature fast in fale, 


“ Lett fr 





» the human ail! 


i The above is a quotation trom Alexander Pop. 
| Esq. It ha rect ived the sanction of all Calvi 
md Hopkinsians ; and been praised by some 4 
iminians. Mr. Pope was, unquestionably, a Po 
; But, had all his productions been of the aly - 
; stamp, be would have been a rhymer. Until some 
; person can tell the meaning of the above. by 
| plaining what is meant by nature, which is hound 
fast, in fate, and the human wil/, which is left 
and their relation in this quotation, we shall p 
hesitate to pronounce it nonsense / 
| — > 
PROGRESS OF TRUTH 
The friends of Truth in Providence, (RL) hav 
|; purchased alot of ground, on which to ereett 
First Universalists’ Church in that town 
j —— 
| 
} “ The Wilderness shall blossom as the Rose 
We yesterday experienced an agreeable surprii 
jin the reception (per mail,) of a printed copy: 
|“ Minutes of the Universalian Convention, held a 
| Palmyra, Portage Co. Ohio, Sep. 4. 1821.” We 
shall publish this, as soon as we have roomit 
our columns. 
ie —— 
ERRATA. 
In Number 31, p. 248, for Review, &c. (Cou! 
ued from p. 228,) read (Continued from p. 239.) 
——— 


All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication 
Paper, must be post paid. City Correspondents are inlormed,"® 
a Letter-box is stationed at the entrance of the Primting-Uilice, » 
70 Bowery, for the reception of their Communications. 

N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No 454 Per 
Street. The First Volume of the G. H. bound or otherwise, my 
be obtained at the same place. 
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